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STILL REELING

With an important homecoming show at the Parrish Art Museum in Upstate New York on the
horizon, we checked in with experimental filmmaker and artist Peter Campus, who has spent the la:
decade or so captumng and abstracting the watery landscape of Long Island on film. Here, he tells u

how to film landscapes like yowre painting them.

« WHAT DOES EXHIBITING AT A LONG ISLAND INSTITUTION DO FOR THIS
PARTICULAR BODY OF WORK? Peter Campus: I shot most of the work at Shinnecock
Bay. It makes me happy to show the work so near to it, at the Parrish Museum in Water
Mill. WHAT KIND OF SCOUTING GOES INTO YOUR COMPOSITIONS? My choices
have everything to do with the present moment. My choices have to do with the weather,
the direction of light, the tides, the mood I am in that day. I go to many areas over and ovel
vear in and year out, yet every moment they look so different. It’s usual for me to consult
tidal charts for the day and place 'm filming. ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LANDSCAPE
PAINTING? Dutch landscape painting influenced me a lot, and ancient Chinese landscape
painting. French painting of the 19th and early 20th century. And then there is English
landscape painting of the 19th century. I had easy access to the Metropolitan Museum

to study landscape painting. Oh, and

then there’s El Greco’s View of Toledo
and Seurat’s drawings and did I mention
Morandi’s landscapes? And August Sander
wartime landscapes along the Rhine, and
Daubigny’s paintings made from his own
boat drifting along the Seine. WHAT
ROLE DOES ABSTRACTION HAVE IN
THIS BODY OF WORK? Everything I do
is abstract. That is, everything has a large
conceptual aspect to it. Video’s physicality
is illusive since it is composed of energy
rather than mass. It only contains a referenc
to material presence. Still the illusion to
physicality grounds it, particularly since I
work in landscape. One can look at a paintil
and see paint and canvas. With video, looki
closely shows pixels. Therefore for me
showing the pixels is as important in video
seeing paint is in painting,

peter campus, blanch, 2021, a videograph sequence from upcoming exhibition.




